
Eurofleets+ Research infrastructure management workshop- 30/11/2022

Susana Diez

Shipboard data management 

and access

EARS, Eurofleets Automatic 

Reporting System



RVs data

This comprises underway data acquisition systems, human operations and by

(un)deploying (a group of) sensors like frames, ROVs, AUVs or floats.

o En-route data acquisition by a platform: navigation, meteorology,

thermosalinometry

o Human operations: physical measurements such as a CTD profile, sediment or

biota samples; multibeam data, etc

o Long-term timeseries by deployed sensors





Open Data Management Strategy

To ensure that the research and underway data collected by RVs 

are made widely available in line with FAIR and Open Research 

Data principles



In order to have FAIR Data -- > metadata

• Information about the cruise: who, when, what, how, …

• Information about the events

Use of controlled vocabularies + rules & relations→ Ontologies

BODC vocabularies

C17 Platform Code

L06 Platform Class

L05 Instrument
L22 Sensor Model
P02 Parameter

Event is defined by the triplet:

tool, process, action 

https://vocab.nerc.ac.uk/collection/


Advancing the shipboard data 

management system for:

• registering underway and events data

• (near) real-time transfer to shore and 

EVIOR portal

• Generating CSR (Cruise Summary 

Report) metadata files

EARS: Eurofleets Automatic Reporting System



Desktop application – master view

Install on one PC

Simple, mobile-friendly web application – fast 

entry

Browser

EARS3



➢ Create cruise & 

program

➢ Build scenarios

Desktop application



Desktop application

➢ Create events



➢ Cruise overview

⚫ Download event list (csv)



➢ Create events

Web application



➢ Events overview

⚫ Modify, delete

⚫ Download event list

Web application



➢ Cruise overview

⚫ Download event list (csv)

⚫ Download cruise data (csv, 

xml)

⚫ Download Cruise Summary 

Reports

Web application





Outfitting the Eurofleets+ fleet

EARS3 Installation

⚫ EARS Server + web app (V3): (virtual) server

⚫ EARS Client: client desktop application on PC

So far EARS has been installed on 14 RVs



SERVER = Single Virtual Machine (or self-managed)

• VirtualBox/Hyper-V/VMWare running Ubuntu Linux (memory stick)

• Has all EARS Server components, transform UDP navigation 
datagram to EARS format, sending to shore, VPN for remote access

• Make available on LAN, specifically to computer that will host client 

application

• Internet connection and SSH access is very useful for remote 
troubleshooting and updates



$EFPOS,131017,132035,3.01803,51.44738,216.2,8.9,-27.7,215.4,8.7

EARS datagrams 
EARS needs NAV, TSS & MET datagrams put on the network (UDP not serial)

If serial then MOXA Nport

Transformation is 

needed, script 
included in VM



CLIENT = EARS FROND-END APPLICATION ON A PC JAVA 11 
ENVIRONMENT

⚫ Must have internet connection during setup; best continuously

✓ Check connection with the server

✓ Create a new vessel tree



Manuals: 

• Installation from docker: https://github.com/naturalsciences/ears3-server/

• Installation from CSIC VM:

http://datahub.utm.csic.es/files/wl/?id=VSdOEl6Opfl0HWcOE6irB8RJQVqzFDKt&path=EA

RS%20V3%2FEUROFLEETS_Guideline%20for%20easy%20installation%20%26%20configuratio

n%20of%20the%20integrated%20shipboard%20system.pdf&mode=list

• Desktop and web app: 

http://datahub.utm.csic.es/files/wl/?id=VSdOEl6Opfl0HWcOE6irB8RJQVqzFDKt&path=EA

RS%20V3%2FEurofleets%2B_D3.9_manual_ears3_client_webapp.pdf&mode=list

• Training video (03/2021): 
http://datahub.utm.csic.es/files/wl/?id=VSdOEl6Opfl0HWcOE6irB8RJQVqzFDKt&path=We

binars_presentations%2FTechnicians_webinar_%2016032021&mode=list

Support:

⚫ Normally no Linux commands required

⚫ Installation based on the manuals first, interventions only for emergencies

http://datahub.utm.csic.es/files/wl/?id=VSdOEl6Opfl0HWcOE6irB8RJQVqzFDKt&path=EARS%20V3%2FEurofleets%2B_D3.9_manual_ears3_client_webapp.pdf&mode=list


EF DASHBOARD

• The information exchange from EARS to the Dashboard is arranged by 

adoption and adaptation of the open-source SeaDataNet Sensor Web 

Enablement (SWE) toolkit developed by 52ºN. The adapted SWE Toolkit 

has been installed and configured at UTM-CSIC 

• An EF+ Data Hub for the underway data (nav, met, and tss)and events 

has been deployed at UTM-CSIC. Information from the Data Hub 

provides the input for the Dashboard.

• Data transfer:

• RV: EARS VM, RV sends datagrams to data hub or query from CSIC 

to RV WS





GetLast Web Service feeds

the SWE Ingestion toolkit for

each vessel to be shown by

means of the dashboard






